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One of the ways we fulfill our promise to do the 
right thing for animals is by making a life-long 
commitment to the people and pets we serve. For 
instance, we provide our adopters with incompa-
rable support, not just during the adoption pro-
cess, but also throughout the animal’s life. This 
commitment to our pets and clients includes the 
rare occasion when an adoption fails.

Below is an email to our volunteers, from Lind-
sey Pellino, Sanctuary Feline Care and Volunteer 
Manager.

As hard as we try to find the perfect forever-
home for our pets, sometimes unforeseen 
circumstances occur. As those of you who do 
behavioral work know, cats can react different-
ly in a real home, especially over time. When 
this occurs, we do our best to "save the home," 
meaning, keep the animal with its new family. 
But when this is not feasible, we will always 
welcome an animal back to Our Companions.

As such, Bruiser has returned to the Sanctuary. 
He was adopted along with an elderly diabetic 
cat named Felix. While Felix is thriving, Bruiser 
was having unanticipated stress issues related 
to the family’s dogs. Even with behavior inter-

ventions, it was clear that this was not going to 
be a healthy environment for him.

While his return is sad, the silver lining is that 
we will all get to see him again! Furthermore, 
we now know what his next home should look 
like. To that end, we’re certain he’ll have many 
more applications – he’s just so handsome! 
For the next few days, however, he won’t be 
having visitors, to allow him to readjust to the 
Sanctuary and to de-stress.

Our adoption program is just one of the ways we 
fulfill our promise to do the right thing for ani-
mals; this fact is illustrated throughout this edi-
tion of Our Companions News. Our cover story, 
for instance, explores our efforts to pass legisla-
tion to prevent animal cruelty in Connecticut.

It is because of you, our generous and com-
passionate donors who provide 100% of our 
funding, that we are able to keep this promise. 
Countless lives, human and animal, have been 
impacted thanks to your commitment to us. 
On behalf of the people and pets we serve, we 
thank you for always being there for us and for 
all the beautiful animals, animals like Bruiser, 
we’re here to protect. 
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Are We Finally Coming Around?
Animal Protection and Social Justice – A Cause Whose Time has Come

Slowly but surely, change is taking place nation-
wide in the area of animal welfare and protec-
tion. Here in Connecticut, thanks to the part-
nership between Our Companions, Connecticut 
Votes for Animals (CVA), and the leadership of a 
few key legislators, laws are now on the books 
allowing for companion animals to be more ef-
fectively protected against cruelty, neglect, and 
other inhumane conditions. 

Almost always, getting a bill passed into law re-
quires a multi-pronged approach: the commit-
ment of a legislative leader, the input from con-
stituents, and a clear and consistent message. 
If you took the time to share your concerns and 
request support from your legislators after re-
ceiving a legislative “Call to Action” during any 
of our recent efforts, then you have played a big 
part in helping to get these bills passed. 

Our Companions’ legislative efforts have been 
in lock-step with Connecticut Votes for Animals 
(CVA), a nonprofit 501(c)(4) political organiza-
tion, now in its tenth year, fighting for the protec-
tion of animals at the state level. One of Con-
necticut’s greatest animal protection successes 
was the passage of Desmond’s Law in 2016. 

“This was a landmark accomplishment,” says 
CVA Board member Jessica Rubin, Esq. “It is 
the first law in the country – in fact, in the world 
– allowing attorneys to appear in court to ad-
vocate for justice in animal cruelty cases. As a 
result, courts are listening to arguments about 
animal suffering, justice, responsibility and 
community safety, and holding animal abusers 
accountable for their actions. We are proud of 
Connecticut’s leadership in this area and hope 
that our achievement will serve as a model for 
other states.” 

According to Our Companions CEO Susan Link-
er, the enactment of Desmond’s Law has made 
it possible for 25 cases to come about just in 
the past 18 months; there also have been far 
fewer dismissals than in the past, and better 
overall outcomes on sentencing. “The passage 
of the statute also opened up further dialogue 
and clearer acknowledgment of the link be-
tween animal cruelty and human abuse,” ex-

plains Linker. “Children and adults who inflict 
harm on animals often are perpetrators of simi-
lar offenses to humans.”

State Representative, Diana Urban (photo, 
above), fought for years to get Desmond’s Law 
passed. She will not be seeking re-election next 
term, but has dedicated her professional life to 
child and animal protection. 

“Getting Desmond's Law passed was an incred-
ible achievement,” says Rep. Urban. “It was a 
remarkable team that came together to make 
it happen and I will be forever grateful to each 
and every person who gave their time and en-
ergy to such a worthy cause. We in Connecticut 
have indeed passed the first law in the country 
that puts advocates in court for egregious ani-
mal abuse. I am retiring from the legislature but 
I will be heading up the movement to take Des-
mond's Law national, beginning with California 
and New York – and I know our team will be 
right there with me!”

Efforts also have been undertaken to better 
equip and empower Animal Control Officers 
(ACOs) to intervene and prevent animals from 
serious harm or death. For example, recently a 

law passed requiring that dogs who are teth-
ered (tied to a stationary object) outside must 
be taken indoors during times of inclement 
weather. 

This session, efforts are being made to estab-
lish standards ensuring that outdoor dog shel-
ters are soundly constructed, provide sufficient 
space, enable dogs to maintain a normal body 

By Jennifer Barrows

Continued next page

Diana Urban in 2016 with her mare, Ella. Urban is leaving the legislature after nine terms, during which she 
has been a tireless advocate for children, animals and fiscal responsibility. Photo credit: 'The Westerly Sun'



OurCompanions.org | Summer 2018 4

Are We Finally Coming Around? (continued)

temperature, and allow access to water, among 
other requirements. This initiative is all the 
more imperative following the tragic deaths of 
two dogs in Connecticut. In January, local news 
was filled with a heart-breaking story of BJ, the 
dog who froze to death in the backyard of a 
Hartford home. Earlier in the summer, two dogs 
died from over-exposure during extreme heat.  

“The goal of these bills is to give ACOs the au-
thority to recognize and take action before seri-
ous endangerment occurs,” says Linker.

Other examples of progress in the area of ani-
mal protection are the Good Samaritan laws 
which allow for emergency medical technicians 
and police officers to break into cars without li-
ability, in order to rescue pets from dangerous 
conditions.

The work continues
This year, CVA, Our Companions, and others are 
working to pass additional important legislation 
restricting the use of a probationary program 
called Accelerated Rehabilitation (AR) for felony 
animal abuse cases here in Connecticut. 

Often used by defendants charged with animal 
abuse, AR is a program that, instead of a trial, 
provides up to two years of court supervision 
and thereafter removes any record of the crime. 
It is intended to be available for crimes “not of 
a serious nature.” Those charged with felony 
animal cruelty are accused of maliciously and 
intentionally maiming, mutilating, torturing, 
wounding or killing an animal. In cases where 
animal abusers receive AR, the perpetrators of 
egregious and violent offenses to animals can 
avoid a fine, jail time and mention in their legal 
record.

“Just imagine,” says Rubin, “you could hire 
someone to care for your pet, parent or child 
and check that person’s background record, 
but you would never know that the person was 
charged with a violent crime against an animal. 
Felony animal cruelty includes malicious and 
intentional violence, and the use of AR is an in-
appropriate response. AR should not be used in 
felony animal cruelty cases, and CVA is working 
hard with the Connecticut Legislature to enact 
policy toward this end, this session.” 

Getting it done
Shepherding a bill through the legislature is no 
easy feat, and can take years, if the bill gets 
any attention at all. Every issue needs a legisla-
tive champion to agree to sponsor a bill, hold 
hearings, gather witnesses to air all sides of the 
issue, and work to garner support in the way of 
co-sponsors and final passage. 

In the case of the private animal shelter legisla-
tion that passed just last year, it was personal 
experience that spurred House Minority Leader 
Themis Klarides to pen the bill that ultimately 
became law. Klarides went to adopt a kitten 
from a privately run animal shelter and was 
horrified by the conditions she found there. As 
a result, a new law is in place requiring all pri-
vately operated animal shelters in Connecticut 
to adhere to basic safety and hygiene practices.

In effecting any kind of public policy, as we’ve 
noted before, it’s important to be involved – 
to whatever degree you can – but at the very 
least, let your legislators know where you stand 
on important issues. Ask specifically for them 
to vote for or against something you believe in. 

We are all witnessing an important unfolding: 
the animal welfare movement is a social justice 
movement whose time has come. Social justice 
entails the preservation of certain rights and 
opportunities, especially for the least-empow-
ered members of a society. Animals have a ba-
sic level of self-interest that is often overlooked; 
they have an interest in not suffering, based on 
the premise that they possess intrinsic value, 
above and beyond how they are viewed or val-
ued by human animals. 

If we care about social justice in all areas, it’s 
imperative that we look at issues through a 
broader lens. Attempts to “tease out” one prob-
lem from one faction of society will never make 
truly lasting change for the better. Everything 
is connected. As noted earlier, we are finally 
recognizing the important link between animal 
abuse and human abuse. This point has been 
powerful in getting our message across to law-
makers and the public, and it’s helped us gain 
important momentum. Working together we 
can continue making strides that will improve 
the lives of all sentient beings. 
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vet·i·quette
'vetəkət,'vetə'ket/noun

1. the customary code of polite behavior in your 
veterinarian’s office waiting room

Vetiquette may be a made-up word but it ad-
dresses a real-world problem: rude, bad or 
even dangerous behavior in the vet clinic wait-
ing room. Judging by the behavior of some dog 
owners, one might think that some believe that 
the vet clinic waiting room is similar to the lo-
cal dog park – a place for their dog to socialize 
and have fun. Some owners permit their dogs 
to freely meet and greet other dogs and people, 
completely unaware of the potential risk to ev-
eryone in the waiting room. While they probably 
are doing this without even thinking about it 
– and likely mean no harm – they are putting 
their dog and others at risk.

For two reasons, the vet clinic waiting room is 
not an appropriate place for dogs to be social. 
First, dogs who are at the vet are there for a 
reason – they may be sick or injured. They are 
there to get examined and may be there for 
shots or surgery. Most dogs at the vet are ner-
vous or fearful. Second, most vet clinic waiting 
rooms are confined spaces, with dogs, cats and 
possibly other animals, all sharing the limited 
space at the same time. In other words, a vet-
erinary clinic waiting room is the exact opposite 
of the fun dog park and should be treated ac-
cordingly.

Marie Joyner, Our Companions Director of Ca-
nine Operations, has some basic guidelines 
to help make your trip to the vet pleasant for 
you, your dog and your fellow waiting room oc-
cupants.

1. Maintain awareness of your surroundings. 
Remember that not all the dogs awaiting care 
have necessarily been socialized or are com-
fortable being there. It is important to maintain 
control over your dog at all times.

2. Leash your dog (retractable leashes don’t 
count) and keep him or her away from all other 
pets. You do not know if the other dogs in the 

waiting room are ill, injured, aggressive or anx-
ious. A dog may be contagious but not yet diag-
nosed. It’s best to assume the worst and just 
keep your dog away.

3. Keep your dog focused on you. If your dog 
can have treats, practice playing an attention 
game in the waiting room.

4. If another owner allows their dog to approach 
yours, you should let them know that you think 
it’s best that they do not, since the animals 
may be anxious in that environment. If they do 
not rein in their dog, feel free to get up and let 
the front desk know that you need to wait else-
where. You alone are responsible for your dog’s 
well-being.

5. If your dog is severely anxious or aggressive, 
you have several options to avoid the stress of 
the waiting room.

Notify Your Vet. They may suggest you wait in 
your car. They may offer to text you when your 
exam room is ready or they may be able to offer 
you a side entrance, allowing you to avoid the 
waiting room altogether.

Visit a Mobile Vet. If a visit to the vet is com-
pletely out of the question, Marie suggests you 

try one of the mobile vet services in your area.

There are many places where your dog can 
have fun – the vet clinic waiting room is just 
not one of them. It’s best to avoid contact with 
other animals while there so that everyone is 
kept safe.

Boning Up on Your Vetiquette
Being Courteous and Safety-Minded During Visits to the Vet By Jessica Beganski

Another Option:  
Muzzle Training 

Muzzle training is not just for dogs 
with aggression issues; it’s also helpful 
for any and all dogs who may encoun-
ter a high stress situation, such as a 
visit to the vet or groomer – or in the 
event that your dog becomes injured. 
A muzzle is a safety device;  
it protects the dog as much as the 
people around him. Proper muzzle 
training and desensitization make it 
much less stressful for a dog to wear 
a muzzle when and if they need to. 
Our Companions has a training guide 
available if you would like to learn 
more about muzzle training.
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…And They’re Off!
The Dark Side of Horse Racing By Tammy Wunsch

Horses are one of the most exquisite animals 
on the planet. Watching them run across fields 
and frolic is enough to enchant anyone. It is al-
most easy to believe that horse racing would be 
fun for a horse. As glamorous as horse racing 
is for spectators, the horse’s experience is far 
less elegant.

Horse racing on the surface seems so sophisti-
cated. Thousands of race goers dress up nicely, 
drink fancy beverages, place wagers, and hob-
nob with celebrities. Racing season officially 
starts in May with the Triple Crown of racing: 
the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness, and the 
Belmont Stakes.

The racing industry is a business that is moti-
vated solely by financial gain. A mare’s fertility 
cycle is manipulated to produce a foal every 
year when she would normally produce one 
only every two years. The mare is kept pregnant 
approximately 90 percent of her life. When the 
breeder is done with her, she is typically dis-
carded or euthanized.

More money is actually made from breeding than 
racing. Most foals with deformities are instantly 
euthanized. Some may be treated surgically, but 
this risks further injury to the foal. Horses at 
thoroughbred sales can be sold for tens of thou-
sands of dollars, or a few hundred dollars if they 
are destined for the slaughterhouse.

To keep a champion mare pregnant time and 
time again, her most recent foal needs to be tak-
en away from her when he/she is about 30 days 
old. The foal, however, is potentially lucrative 
and must be provided with a nurse mare, or, as 
breeders call them, “junk mares.” A junk mare is 
a non-thoroughbred mare that has had her own 
foal and is producing milk. The breeder has no 
use for the junk mare’s foal and they are often 
brutally done away with, sold to the leather tan-
ning industry, abandoned, or slaughtered to pro-
vide meat for foreign palates. Rescues are able 
to save a small number of these abandoned 
foals and give them a second chance at life.

Horses are social creatures and are most 
content while grazing in an open pasture with 
other horses. Horses that are training for racing 

are typically confined in their stall for up to 23 
hours per day. They are prohibited from social-
izing and endure an extreme training regimen 
that can lead to neurotic behavior, stomach 
ulcers, and respiratory diseases. They are ex-
ercised merely to train them to provide profit. 
When a horse is no longer profitable – either 
through racing or breeding – they are auctioned 
to the highest bidder.

A racehorse’s misery starts when the horse 
is just six months old. The foal is separated 
from its mother and begins training – wearing 
a saddle and bit, carrying a rider, and learning 
how to load into a gate. Racing causes great 
physical strain on a horse’s body and formal 
track training – running and racing against 
their stablemates – begins when a horse is just 
18 months old. The juvenile horses can enter 
races as early as two years old. Since horses’ 
bodies are not fully developed until they reach 
six years old,  they are forced to endure training 
before their skeletal systems have fully devel-
oped. This strain can cause fractures, pulled 
tendons, and torn ligaments. Over time, strenu-
ous training can cause more serious physical 
ailments, injuries, and even death.

In the wild, horses run fast, but only for short 
periods of time. In a race, jockeys use whips to 
force their horses to continue, often past the 
point of exhaustion. A survey in Britain found 
that jockeys use their whip an average of 30 

times per race, even when the horses are past 
the point of exhaustion and out of contention. 
Horses are also often fed illegal drugs to mask 
injuries or illnesses.

The New York Times reported in 2012 that on 
average, 24 racehorses die on racetracks ev-
ery week – nearly 2,000 annually at racetracks 
in the United States. These numbers don’t in-
clude horses that are injured and later eutha-
nized away from the track. The racing industry 
promised Congress to make the “sport” safer. 
While anabolic steroids have been banned, lax 
enforcement, inaccurate data, and limited test-
ing make it difficult to track the true number of 
injuries and deaths that actually occur at the 
track. Conditions in other countries are even 
more deplorable than in the United States.

 If you thought horse racing was an exciting and 
elegant sport, we hope after reading this article 
you will think differently. The best thing we can 
do to support humane treatment of horses is 
to stop attending, watching, and supporting the 
horse racing industry. We also hope you will 
share this information with others to educate 
them on the realities of horse racing. The in-
dustry will continue as long as there is an audi-
ence and profit to be made. Horses should not 
be treated as commodities and should instead 
be allowed to live their lives in comfortable, hu-
mane conditions and preferably in the company 
of other horses.
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The Sanctuary is in Bloom and Ready for Visitors!

Have you visited our Sanctuary lately? The facility has just un-
dergone a sizeable expansion and we have lots of beautiful 
new space to show off. And you know what this means, don’t 
you? It means we have even more adorable animals for you to 
meet! So what are you waiting for?

With each day getting longer and warmer, now is the perfect 
time to take a ride in the countryside. Come visit our beautiful 
campus, complete with welcoming feline and canine cottages, 
burgeoning gardens, and walkable grounds. We are open to 
the community for tours on Saturdays from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

At our Sanctuary, you won’t find animals confined to cages. 
Our furry residents are free to roam around, play freely, and 
interact with visitors. At this very special place, we perform 
miracles every day, helping hurt and traumatized animals 
learn to trust and thrive – and eventually find their forever 
homes. Come see where it all happens – it’s an experience 
you won’t soon forget.

46 Floeting Road, Ashford, CT
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GIVING

Anonymous
Ms. Elizabeth Aaronsohn
Ms. Mary Jean Agostini
Mr. Doug and Mrs. Linda Andersen
Mrs. Janet Bailey
Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
Mrs. Deborah Batten
Ms. Lisa Marie Bigelow
Ms. Laurie Brennan and Ms. Connie Calderaro
Ms. Joan Oppelt Brodeur
Ms. Beverly Buckner-Baker
Ms. Lana Burchman
Ms. Pamela Cabrera
Ms. Donna Canalis
Ms. Judith Caravati
Mr. John and Mrs. Tara Carey
Ms. Pam Connelly
Mr. James and Mrs. Jessica Couzens
Mrs. Carol Covello
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Nancy Curtiss
Ms. Christina (Tina) Davies
Ms. June E. Day
Ms. Mary June Day
Ms. Heather Dennis and Mr. Kevin Gillespie
Ms. Claudette Douglas
Ms. Christine Durrer *
Ms. Karen A. Ellsworth
Ms. Karen Ericson
Ms. Barbara J. Erskine
Ms. Paula Fischer
Mr. Marvin Fried
Ms. Valerie Friedman
Ms. Anna Maria Fornino
Ms. Lyn Garson
Ms. Michele Greaves and Mr. Joseph Popovitch
Mr. David Gregorski

Ms. Leslie Haber
Ms. Jamila Hadj-Salem
Ms. P. Hanmer
Mr. Bob and Mrs. Susan Hart
Ms. Harriet Hersh
Ms. Jane Hewitt
Ms. Kim Hoffman
Ms. Kathie Hunter
Ms. Lisa Ireland *
Ms. Sandra Jacobus
Mr. Randall and Mrs. Marie Joyner
Ms. Kathleen Kennedy
Ms. Dottie Kern
Ms. Leigh Ann Kissner
Ms. Jean Koepke
Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
Ms. Estelle Langlois
Ms. Mary Kathryn LaRose
Ms. Doreen Legienza
Mr. Neil and Mrs. Janice Levett
Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
Ms. Anne Llewellyn
Ms. Mary Mansfield
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Susan Mason
Ms. Linda Mester
Ms. Mari Merwin
Ms. Jacqueline Mickiewicz
Ms. Olevine (Lois) Morin
Mr. Jaroslaw and Mrs. Elizabeth Nyczak
Mr. Len Oberg and in memory of  
   Mrs. Diane Oberg
Mr. Roger and Mrs. Barbara Orsie
Ms. Lida Orzeck
Ms. Nancy Parker
Ms. Erminia Pascucci
Ms. Sherri Pasquale-Cassidy
Mr. William and Mrs. Eleanor Peters *

Mr. Henry Petrofsky
Ms. Doris Phillips
Mr. Neil and Mrs. Kathy Pierson
Ms. Patricia Plourde 
Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W.M. Prohaska
Ms. Rajeshwari Punekar
Ms. Cherie A. Ramsey
Mr. Robert J. and Mrs. Eileen Rau
Ms. June Roy
Ms. Barbara Ruben
Ms. Susan Smith Rubin
Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Lisa-Jo Scibek
Ms. Karen Scucchi-Carr
Mr. John and Mrs. Cathy Scuto
Ms. Lorraine Semnoski
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Chris Shivery
Ms. Joanne Singer
Ms. Vi R. Smalley
Ms. Diane Smith
Ms. Joyce Snyder
Ms. Lisa St. Germain and Ms. Karen Beaulieu
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Patricia Starace
Ms. Christa Sterling
Mr. George and Mrs. Nancy Stimac
Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan
Ms. Ginny Tennison
Ms. Lynda Thornton
Mr. Albert Toro
Mr. Jess and Mrs. Janet Wagner
Mr. David and Mrs. Terry Walker
Mr. Tom and Mrs. Rita Weidman
Mr. Alfred and Mrs. Helen Wilke
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann
 
 *Deceased

Our Companions, with your help, is making a difference in the lives of pets 
and people each and every day. Everything we have done – and everything 
we ever do – is always with an eye toward the future.

Our Companions is fortunate to have some very special donors who are 
committed to helping future generations of animals in need of a second 
chance, and for this reason, we established the Forever Home Society (FHS).

Members of FHS are committed to supporting our shared vision far into 
the future, by including Our Companions in their estate plans. We hope 
you’ll consider continuing your support in this very special way, by joining 
the Forever Home Society and helping us to create a more compassion-
ate future for both animals and humans. Below, is a current listing of the 
Forever Home Society members – we hope you will consider adding your 
name to this list.

An Act of Perpetual Kindness  
Leaving a Legacy for the Animals of Tomorrow

If you have already included Our Companions in your estate plans, please let us know so we can welcome you as a member of the Forever Home  
Society. To learn more, please contact Susan Linker at (860) 242-9999, ext. 301 or email SusanL@OurCompanions.org.

Legal Language and Tax ID
If you wish to name Our Companions in your will or estate plans, we should be named as: Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary, DBA Our Companions Animal 
Rescue • Legal Address: P.O. Box 956 Manchester, CT  06045 • Tax ID number: 41-2047734
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GIVING
Forever Home Society Member Feature
Susan Mason
Forever Home Society Member since 2012

“Deciding to include Our Companions in our estate planning was an easy decision. 
My husband Rob and I have been involved in OC since our move to Connecticut in 
2007 when our dear neighbor Chris Shivery introduced us to Susan Linker and her 
growing organization. We were blown away by what she and her staff had created 
and knew that we wanted to support OC.

While we no longer live in Connecticut, we continue to be amazed at what Our 
Companions has done with the Sanctuary in Ashford and their effort to provide a 
lifetime home for so many animals.  

In addition to our annual giving, including Our Companions in our estate planning 
will ensure that we will continue to be able to support its vision and efforts that 
remain so near and dear to our hearts.”             - Susan Mason

Be a Hero to the Animals – They Need You More Than Ever
OC Kicks Off Spring Fund Drive

Thanks to your generosity and support, Our  
Companions is able to provide comfort, safety 
and unconditional love to many of our region’s 
most vulnerable companion animals. Your dona-
tions also allow us to provide effective programs 
that help humans and their pets, as well as our 
communities. 

As a result of last year's $1.2 million dollar Sanctu-
ary expansion, the costs associated with running 
our organization have never been greater, making 
our fundraising efforts ever more daunting. 

As we once again turn to you, our most dedi-
cated members, for support, I’d like to share 
how donating to Our Companions is not only an 
opportunity for you to participate in creating a 
brighter future for companion animals in Con-
necticut, but it’s also a financial investment you 
can feel absolutely confident about. We want you 
to know that:

•  Annually, 84% of our budget is directed 
towards our life-saving  
programs. 

•  2017 was the 16th consecutive year in which 
we did not incur even one cent of debt. 

•  Last year, it cost us only three cents to raise 
a dollar, significantly below the national aver-
age for nonprofit organizations. 

By Susan Linker

Gwendolyn Mason

In recognition of our efficiency, we recently received a score of 99.63 (out of 100) from Charity 
Navigator, America’s largest independent evaluator of nonprofit organizations. Perhaps it comes 
from our scrappy, start-up roots, but we are accustomed to stretching every dollar donated to help 
the animals.

To ensure that we have the necessary funding to support our programs and expanded Sanctuary 
operations, I hope you will consider renewing your support by making a generous gift before 
June 30th.

With 99% of our funding coming from charitable donations, everything we do is made possible 
by you. Thank you for being a hero to the animals and thank you for taking this incredible journey 
with us.
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GIVING

Our Companions' Circle $20,000+
 Ms. Gale Epstein
 Estate of Anna Rose Machin 
 Ms. Valerie Friedman
 Ms. Christine Knuth
 Newman’s Own Foundation, Inc.
 Ms. Lida Orzeck
 Ms. Barbara Ruben and Ms. June Roy

Founders’ Circle $10,000 - $19,999
 Anonymous
 Aetna Foundation, Inc
 Ms. Ora Avni
 Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Janet Bailey
 Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut
 Mr. and Mrs. Alfred V. Covello
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Linda Forrester
 Gerald and Claire Gerath Foundation
 Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
 Mr. Rob and Mrs. Susan Mason
 Mr. H. Richard McLane
 William and Alice Mortensen Foundation
 Mr. Leon and Mrs. Bernadette Olivier
 Rising Pint Brewfest
 Ms. Melanie Rose and Ms. Janet Perna
 Ms. Sandra Benedict and Mr. Maneesh Shanbhag
 Elizabeth Ferry Speer Foundation
 Mr. Paul Volpe
 Dr. Joan Woolard

Guardians’ Circle $5,000 - $9,999
 Mr. David and Mrs. Kerry Bailey
 Ms. Sandra A. Bass
 The Benevity Community Impact Fund
 The Emma and Georgina Bloomberg  Foundation
 Ms. Georgina Bloomberg
 Ms. Jennifer Carter
 Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Nancy Compton
 Ms. Maria das Neves and Mr. Frank Hawkins
 Ms. Louise C. England
 Mr. Frank T. and Mrs. Caroline Gaetano

 Mr. & Mrs. I. Bradley Hoffman
 Ms. Lisa Holzwarth and Mr. Evan Schiller
 ING Foundation
 Ms. Dottie Kern
 Ms. Leigh Ann Kissner
 Ms. Jeannie Kitchens
 Ms. Katherine Lapico
 Mr. Irwin Linker
 Mr. Brian Mullen and Mr. Stephen Shura
 Ms. Joleen M. Nevers and Mr. James Larabee
 Mrs. Carolyn Scholz
 Mr. Charles W. and Mrs. Christine Shivery
 The Shuskus Family
 Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan
 Sweetheart Invitational
 Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Cindy Tran
 Travelers
 Mr. George R. Trumbull III
 Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Kim Zimmermann

Caregivers’ Circle $2,500 - $4,999
 Anonymous (2)
 Mr. Mark and Mrs. Anne Lewchik
 Mr. Mark and Mrs. Linda Hatten
 Mr. William S. and Mrs. Vivian Hiltz
 Ms. Lorraine Semnoski
 Mr. John and Mrs. Carol Coulton
 Mr. Frank and Mrs. Penny Petrone
 Mr. Wayne and Mrs. Dana Soderlund
 Ms. Anne Llewellyn
 Mr. Ian and Mrs. Kimberly Green
 Mr. Randall and Mrs. Marie Joyner
 Ms. Patricia Purdy
 Ms. Shirley Galka and Ms. Susan Fabian
 Mr. Albert and Mrs. Kathleen Jaffe
 Ms. Andrea Anderson
 Mrs. Jessica Beganski
 Mr. Marvin Fried
 Mr. Bill and Mrs. Eva Gurley
 Ms. Ruth Rollin and Mr. Henry Petrofsky
 Mr. James and Mrs. Donna Wakim

 United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut
 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
 Farmington Miniature Golf Course
 H. Louise Ruddell Charitable Fund
 United Way of Pioneer Valley, Inc.
 Petfinder Foundation
 Sportech
 Zlotnick Construction

Companions’ Row $1,000 - $2,499
 Anonymous
 Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Terri Alpert
 Ms. Marilyn Aronow
 Mr. Brandon Attar
 Mr. Charles W. and Mrs. Claudia Ayer
 Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ellen Babcock
 Mr. Shep Baker and Mrs. Beverly Buckner- Baker
 Bank of America Matching Gifts
 Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Carol-Ann Barlow

OC Celebrates 2017 Leadership Donors 
Our Companions hosted more than one hundred members of the McLane Society at the beautiful Hartford Golf Club 
during OC's annual Donor Appreciation Brunch on Sunday, April 22nd. Attendees had an opportunity to socialize, enjoy 
a delicious gourmet brunch, and learn about the latest accomplishments of the organization.

“The McLane Society celebrates those individuals, businesses and organizations that support Our Companions Animal 
Rescue at the leadership level,” says Our Companions CEO Susan Linker. “Henry and Katharine K. McLane were the 
first donors to Our Companions. They took a chance on us early on because they shared our belief that every animal 
deserves love, dignity, and kindness. Their support meant the world to us, and every year we celebrate their initial 
contribution and those of all the leadership donors who have followed.” 

The entire staff of Our Companions would like to thank the 2017 Henry and Katharine K. McLane Society members 
(listed on pages 10-14) for their generous investment in our work and for making everything we do for the people and 
pets we serve possible.

2017 Henry and Katharine K. McLane Society Members

The late Katharine McLane, 
known to her friends as K.K, 
with her dog Jenny.

Harriet Hesh
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GIVING
 Dr. George and Mrs. Jennifer Barrows
 Mr. Gary and Mrs. Kathleen Bartholomew
 Mr. and Mrs. Eric Batchelder
 Ms. Cindy Bergner
 Mr. Martin and Mrs. Sharon Brezner
 Bright Funds Foundation
 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
 Mrs. Joan Brodeur
 Mr. Craig and Mrs. Paula Brown
 Ms. Janice Cartin
 Mr. Mickey Cartin
 Cats Limited Veterinary Hospital
 Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Chase
 Mr. Keith and Mrs. Madeline Coakley
 Ms. Jennifer Coffey and Mr. David Vorchheimer
 Ms. Margaret Collins
 Ms. Adele Cronin
 Ms. Tammie Cutler
 Mr. Alan and Mrs. Risa Davidson
 Ms. Patricia Denno
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Derr
 Ms. Carole DiBiasi
 Disney Worldwide Outreach
 Ms. Heidi L. Everhart and Mr. Mark Gaudet
 Ms. Pamela Farnham
 Ms. Paula Fischer
 Mr. James and Mrs. Jennifer Fitzsimmons
 Ms. Sharon Flannery and Mr. Seth Fierston
 Ms. Patricia Foley
 Ms. Kelly France
 Mr. Ray and Mrs. Taryn Fredericksen
 Ms. Madeline Fulkerson
 Ms. Kim Gabler
 Ms. Susan Gagnon and Mr. Theodore J. Urbanski
 Ms. Diana Garfield, Esq.
 Mrs. Diane Gates
 Gemini Networks CT, Inc.
 Mr. Steve and Mrs. Blanche Goldenberg
 Ms. Lynn Goldfarb
 Harry E. Goldfarb Family Foundation Fund
 Ms. Michele Greaves and Mr. Joseph Popovitch
 Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Irma Gregory
 Mr. Glen and Mrs. Linda Grigerek
 Ms. Jamila Hadj-Salem and Mr. Joshua Ochs
 Mr. Sam and Mrs. Lindsay Hall
 High Grade Gas Service, Inc.
 Dr. Jo Nol and Dr. Nancy Humphreys
 Hutchison Corporation
 Ms. Janet Jandreau
 Mr. Wal and Mrs. Hedy Jarvis
 Mr. Paul and Mrs. Lyn F. Johnson
 Ms. Judith Jordan
 Mr. Daryl and Mrs. Tara Krauss
 Ms. Catherine Kulak and Mr. Kevin Sheehan
 Ms. Marta Jo Lawrence
 Ms. Angela Lennox-Kay
 Mr. James A. Lindberg
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Lindberg
 Mr. Mitchell and Mrs. Susan Linker
 Madoff Family Fund
 Ms. Kerri Mansberg
 Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Jo Marinello
 MassMutual
 Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Cheryl Mathieu
 Mrs. Kathy McDonald

 Ms. Terri Messina- Linder and Mr. Herve Linder
 Mr. Michael Metayer
 Middlesex United Way, Inc.
 Ms. Olevine Morin
 Mr. Jay and Mrs. Elizabeth Nyczak
 Mr. Leonard Oberg
 Mr. Peter and Mrs. Alexandra Oldershaw
 Ms. Jennifer Overman
 Mr. Mark and Mrs. Luanne Paley
 Mr. Gary Paradee
 Ms. Gail Perkins-Gemme and Mr. Robert Gemme
 Mr. Jon and Mrs. Larissa Phillips
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lynn Pond
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith W. M. Prohaska
 Ms. Marguerite Purnell
 Mr. Michael and Mrs. Cheryl Radzvilowicz
 Ms. Elizabeth R. Rea
 Ms. Beth Hillson and Dr. Joel Reich
 Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Julie Reid
 Ms. Margaret Welch and Mr. Ron Rozsa
 Ms. Barbara Rubin
 Ms. Susan Smith Rubin

 Ms. Diane Samuels
 Mr. Henry and Mrs. Helen Savage
 Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Lisa-Jo Scibek
 Mr. Dawson and Mrs. Randy Scott
 The Shelter Hill Foundation
 Ms. Karen Skuba
 Specialty Transportation, Inc.
 Ms. Christa Sterling
 Ms. Brenda J. Sullivan and  Mr. Cecil R. Jacobs
 Ms. Louise L. Sutton
 Ms. Sandra Tullius
 Mr. Charlie and Mrs. Karen Wassell
 Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Rita Weidman
 Mr. Ken and Mrs. Audrey Weil
 Westford Real Estate Management LLC
 Wildwood Property Management, LLC
 Mrs. Betty Willis
 Mr. Michael and Ms. Helen Wiseman
 Mr. Edward and Mrs. Kathleen Young
 Ms. Carolyn Zolty
 Ms. Maureen Armstrong and Mr. Adam Zweifler

Continued next page

Ian and Kim Green Valerie Friedman, OC's first Board Chair

OC supporters enjoying the brunch
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GIVING

Rescuer’s Row $250 - $999
 The 1772 Foundation
 Anonymous (2)
 Mrs. Andrea Ackerman
 Ms. Gail Adams
 Ms. Mary Albro
 Allied World Assurance Company
 AmazonSmile Foundation
 America’s Charities
 Ms. Barbara B. Anderson
 Ms. Diane Anderson
 Mr. and Mrs. George Aronstamm
 Mr. Craig and Mrs. Vivian Asche
 Mr. Mark Ashton
 Ms. Jeanne Auerbach
 Ms. Mary Baker
 Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Melanie Barnes
 Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Eleanor Batchelder
 Ms. Jane Batton
 Mr. Brian and Mrs. Nicole Baummer
 Ms. Sandra Bean
 Ms. Susan Beaupre
 Mrs. Harriet Beck
 Ms. Sheryll Bedingfield
 Mr. Leo and Mrs. Audrey A. Belanger
 Mr. Marvin and Mrs. Judith Bellin
 Ms. Debbie Benner
 Mr. Mike and Mrs. Eva Berch
 Mrs. Evelyn Berezin
 Mr. Craig and Mrs. Kim Berry
 Best Friends Pet Care Avon
 Ms. Gretchen Bickford
 Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Ann Biella
 Ms. Lynn Biella
 Ms. Gail Billet and Ms. Mia Sullivan
 Mr. Curtis and Mrs. Patricia Blake
 Mr. Paul and Mrs. Carol Blow
 Ms. Erica Bonomi
 Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Amber A. Bordley
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Anne Borg
 Mr. Gerry and Mrs. Donna Bouchard

 Mr. Sam Bowen
 Ms. Jane Boyle and Mr. Michael Galonska
 Ms. Deborah Boynton and Mr. John Stephenson
 Ms. Marguerite Brennan
 Ms. Cheryl Brightman
 Mr. Rob and Mrs. Kelly Britt
 Mr. Phil and Mrs. Lynn Brown
 Mr. Philip S. and Mrs. Sally A. Brown
 Mr. Jay and Mrs. Patricia Brudz
 Ms. Shari Brunell
 Mr. David A. and Mrs. Susan E. Bucci
 Mr. Edward and Mrs. Mary Budd
 Ms. Joann Bugai
 Ms. Karin Burns
 Ms. Bethany Byron
 Mr. Salvatore Caccomo
 Ms. Jen Rilla and Mr. Michael Cafasso
 Ms. Allison Calvello
 Ms. Donna Canalis
 Ms. Susan Cannon
 Ms. Joann Cappello
 Ms. Daryl Carbone
 Ms. Marijane Carey
 Ms. Colleen Carroll and Ms. Debra Kempton
 Ms. Sheila Carroll
 Ms. Julie Carter
 Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ellen Cartun
 Mr. Angelo and Mrs. Susan Casagrande
 Mr. Rob and Mrs. Jill Casey
 Mr. Glenn and Mrs. Glynis Cassis
 Ms. Jennifer Cavaliere
 Ms. Susan Celadon
 Mr. Eleas and Mrs. Sandra Chafouleas
 Ms. Marcia Chambers
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lois Charron
 Charter Oak Credit Union
 Chase Enterprises
 The Rhoda and David Chase Family Foundation, Inc.
 Ms. Manon-Lu Christ
 Cigna Foundation
 Citizens Charitable Foundation

 Coast to Coast Produce
 Mr. Mitchell Cohen
 Mr. Richard and Mrs. Ann Cohen
 Ms. Linda Coleman
 Mr. Ron and Mrs. Mary Ann Coleman
 Mr. Jim and Mrs. Tina Collias
 Ms. Jessica Collis and Mr. Victor Belenchia
 Dr. Joyce Comer
 Compassionate Care Veterinary Hospital
 Mr. William and Mrs. Ellen E. Conlon
 Mr. David and Mrs. Rita Conrad
 Mr. and Mrs. Tim Corbett
 Mr. Adam Cowles
 Mr. Bill and Mrs. Ilona Crosswhite
 Dr. Sheila Culbert and Dr. Richard Wright
 Ms. Elizabeth Cullen and  
    Mr. Martin Lilienthal Mr. Mark Cunningham
 Mr. Harry and Mrs. Joan Curry
 Mr. Charles and Mrs. Nancy Curtiss
 Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Jessica Davis
 Ms. June Day
 Mr. Mark and Mrs. Sarah DeMaio
 Ms. Lorraine Demarest
 Ms. Charlotte Desilets
 Ms. Lee Desta
 Ms. Lorrie Devine
 Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jean DeVito
 Mr. Craig Diangelo
 Mr. Howard Dickie
 Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Penny Dionne
 Divine Treasures
 Ms. Andrea Dobras and Mr. Daniel Kay
 Dog Days of West Hartford
 Mr. Thomas F. and Mrs. Dorothy J. Dorsey
 Mr. Daniel and Mrs. Donna Downey
 Ms. Charlanne Dubay
 Ms. Christy Dugre
 Mr. Dave and Mrs. Mardi Durkin
 Ms. Debra Durr
 Edmunds Manufacturing Company
 Ms. Sarah Eilers

Al and Wendy GorfainOC volunteers and supporters Gretchen LaBau and Lynda Thornton

OC Celebrates 2017 Leadership Donors (continued)
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 Karen A. Ellsworth Fund of the Community   
    Foundation of Greater New Britain
 Ms. Karen Ellsworth
 Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. F. Libbey Farrell
 Mr. William and Mrs. Lynda Fee
 Mr. Emery and Mrs. Joan Fellinger
 Ms. Eileen Fenton-Gondek
 Dr. Judd and Mrs. Bella Fink
 Ms. Janice Finn
 Ms. Lori Stevenson and Mr. Gordon Fishell
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Tracey Fitzpatrick
 Ms. Karen Flanders
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Heidi Flicker
 Mr. Robert Fochi
 Mr. and Mrs. Nat Follansbee
 Ms. Robin Fontaine and Mr. Mark Alexander
 Mr. Michael Franconi
 Mr. Charles and Mrs. Laura Galante
 Mr. Damian and Mrs. Dale Galbo
 GE Foundation
 Mr. Chris and Mrs. Diane Gent
 Ms. Lois George
 Mr. Devin and Mrs. Kama Giedra
 Ms. Jane Giguere
 Ms. Barbara Gillette
 Give Back Foundation
 Mr. Ward and Mrs. Carol Glassmeyer
 Mr. Jonathan and Mrs. Stacey Glastris
 Mr. Brian and Mrs. Erin Goldman
 Ms. Pamela Goodling
 Ms. Daryl Gordon
 Ms. Judith Gordon
 Ms. Mary Ellen Gordon
 Mr. Alan and Mrs. Wendy Gorfain
 Ms. Rebekah Wright and Mr. Stephen Goss
 Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Nancy Gramps
 Mr. Shane and Mrs. Beth Graywolf
 Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Zadelle Greenblatt
 Mr. Charles and Mrs. Cindy Greer
 Mr. Blaine A. Grisel
 Ms. Elissa D. Grodin

 Mrs. Beverly Grove
 Mr. Lindsey and Mrs. Jane Gruson
 Ms. Aaliyah Miller and Mr. Karim Hadj-Salem
 Ms. Cornelia Hanbury
 Mr. Lee Harding
 Ms. Susan Harrod and Mr. Daniel Donahue
 Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
 Mr. Neale and Mrs. Carol Hauss
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Gail Hayter
 Ms. Cheryl Hazen
 Ms. Renee Healion
 Ms. Barbara Healy and Mr. Fred Feins
 Mr. John and Mrs. Cheryl Henderson
 Mrs. Jane Henderson
 Ms. Dreda Hendsey
 Mr. Carl and Mrs. Carolann Hernberg
 Ms. Deborah Hersh
 Ms. Jane Hewitt
 HH Photography
 Hiking with Dogs
 Dr. Stephen and Mrs. Gina M. Hoag
 Ms. Daryl Holbrook
 Mr. Brian Holzman
 Mr. Steve and Mrs. Jill Honeycomb
 Ms. Cheryl Hopkins and Mr. Carlton Beyor
 Mr. Neil and Mrs. Maryanne Hornish
 Mr. Daniel Horwitch
 Ms. Charlotte Howell
 Ms. Lindsay Hughes
 Ms. Dollie Hunt
 Mr. George M. Iannini
 Ms. Judith Ivie and Mr. Jorge A. Parra
 Mr. George and Mrs. Livia Jacobs
 Mr. John Lariviere and Ms. Sue Jacobs-Lariviere
 Ms. Ann Jones and Mr. Stephen D. Ramsey
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Katherine Kaiden
 Ms. Llyn Kaimowitz
 Ms. Pamela Colwell and Mr. James Kallal
 Ms. Faye Kantz
 Mr. Tommy and Mrs. Camille Kellogg
 Mrs. Mary Kennedy

 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Sue King
 Ms. Jessica Kolakowski
 Ms. Hannie Kowal
 Mr. Jason Kuper
 Mrs. Gretchen LaBau
 Mr. Paul and Mrs. Susan Lapio
 Dr. Sharron Laplante
 Mr. Andrew Larsen
 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Larson
 Ms. Karen R. Laski
 Ms. Evelyn Laureano
 Mr. Martin and Mrs. MaryBeth Lavelle
 Mr. Daniel and Mrs. Susan Lawlor
 Mr. Ron and Mrs. Jo-Ann Lebel
 Ms. Alexandra Lee
 Ms. Erica Lee and Mr. Adam Silverstein
 Ms. Fiona Leek
 Mrs. Nancy B. Leete
 Ms. Doreen Legienza
 Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Margaret Libera
 Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc.
 Mr. Damon and Mrs. Beth Linker
 Mr. John Loge
 Ms. Deb Izzo and Mr. James Long
 Ms. Martha Kneen and Ms. Hercy Lord
 Lucky Taco
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Lisa Lukawicz
 Mr. Gary and Mrs. Catherine Lukens
 Ms. Mary M. Luria, Esq.
 Ms. Catherine Lyons and Mr. Chip Caton
 Ms. Sharon MacDonald and Ms. Shirley MacDonald
 Mr. Peter and Mrs. Isabel Malkin
 Ms. Susan Marai
 Mr. Carmine and Mrs. Lorayne Margiotta
 Markel Corporation
 Ms. Leah Martin
 Ms. Lusha Martin and Mr. Mark Rulison
 Mr. Dave and Mrs. Lisa Martino
 Mr. Patrick and Mrs. Renee Martucci
 Mr. Christopher McCarron
 Mr. Robert and Mrs. Mary Ellen McFadden

GIVING

Daryl Gordon and John ScottOC volunteers and supporters Judith and Alex Trzcinski 
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OC NewsNews
 Ms. Patricia McGuiness
 Ms. Roberta McLean
 Mr. Donald and Mrs. Kathleen McMahon
 Mr. Richard and Mrs. Elisabeth Merrell
 Mr. William and Mrs. Linda Mester
 Mr. and Mrs. James Millar
 Mr. Kristian and Mrs. Margot Mineau
 Ms. Arlene Mirsky-MacNamara
 Mrs. Jeannette Mokritski
 Mr. Dave and  Mrs. Stephanie Montemerlo
 Ms. Mary Morenz
 Ms. Wendy A. Morris
 Ms. Shirley Murtha
 Mr. William E. and Mrs. Elisabeth Neff
 Mr. Kenneth Nelson
 Ms. Holly Billings and Ms. Marianne Nelson
 Ms. Nancy Nelson
 Dr. and Mrs. Tony Ness
 Network for Good
 Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Deanna L. Nickels
 Dr. Judith Hofrichter and Mr. Stewart Novick
 Mr. Michael and Mrs. Jill Nugent
 Ms. Karen O’Brien
 Ms. Kristin O’Connor
 Mr. Roger and Mrs. Barbara Orsie
 Ms. Kerri and Ms. Laynie Osimo
 Mr. Raymond and Mrs. Patricia Overton
 Ms. Erminia Pascucci
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patricelli
 Paws for a Cause
 Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
 Mr. Fabian and Mrs. Shauna Peluso
 Ms. Catherine Pepe
 Ms. Ruth Perkins
 Petcare Veterinary Services
 Mr. Leonard and Mrs. Caroline Peterson
 Mr. Stephen D. and Mrs. Suzanne Petke
 Mr. Scott and Mrs. Gail Petras
 Ms. Karen Phillips
 Mr. Francis Pierce
 Ms. Carol C. Pilbeam and Mr. Counce Hancock
 Ms. Susan Matheson and Mr. Jerome Pollitt
 Ms. Laura Post
 Ms. Margaret McCarthy and Mr. Michael Potter
 Mrs. Shari Pratt
 Ms. Barbara Prine and Mr. Cyprian Martin
 Ms. Esther Pryor
 Mr. Daniel and Mrs. Christine Quinn
 Mr. Stuart and Dr. Sherry Radowitz
 Mr. James W. and Mrs. Sheila Randall
 Mr. Michael Rao
 Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Christine Ratcliffe
 Mr. John Redding
 Ms. Elizabeth Reed
 Mr. Joe and Mrs. Christine Reilly
 Mr. Ross M. Restagno
 Ms. Alice De Tora and Mr. Gary Reynolds
 Ms. Victoria Ricciuti
 Ms. Nikki Richer
 Ms. Sandra Richmond
 Ms. Virginia Riegel
 Ms. Kim Rivest and Mr. Joseph C. Mayo
 Ms. Deborah C. Robinson

 Ms. Che Roehner and Ms. Karen Kluger
 Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Laurie Rogerson
 Ms. Sara Roman and Mr. Tobey Sweet
 Mr. Paul Romanik
 Mr. Brian and Mrs. Emma B. Romell
 Mr. Ken Rosenblatt
 Mr. Greg and Mrs. Amanda Rossolimo
 Mrs. Mary Rounsavall
 Dr. Karen Rubinow
 Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Julie Saffir
 Mr. Alan and Mrs. Patricia Sagal
 Ms. Zellene Sandler
 Mr. Douglas and Mrs. Elizabeth Sansom
 Ms. Juliane Sarkozy
 Ms. Lois Schein-Lewis and Mr. Richard Lewis
 Mr. Tony and Mrs. Alison V. Scherer
 Ms. Julia Schiavi
 Mr. Hy and Mrs. Remy Schwartz
 Mr. Leonard and Mrs. Freda Schwartz
 Ms. Karen Scucchi-Carr
 Ms. Andrea Seader and Mr. Samuel Harrison
 Ms. Cindy Seip
 Mr. Martin and Mrs. Donna Seremet
 Ms. Ann Serow and Mr. Constantino Portal
 Ms. Robin Shannon
 Sheptoff, Reuber & Company, P.C.
 Ms. Sharon Sideranko
 Sigma Alpha Professional Sorority
 Ms. Melissa Simonik and Ms. Valina Carpenter
 Ms. Michelle Sitler-Gregory and Mr. Ron Gregory
 Ms. Claudia J. Sklar and Ms. Caroline Reinish
 Ms. Vi R. Smalley
 Ms. Judy Smith
 Mr. Steve and Mrs. Susan Smith
 Mr. Terence and Mrs. Celeste Smith
 Ms. Joyce Snyder
 Ms. Renuka Sothinathan
 Mr. William and Mrs. Sharon Speed
 Mr. Peter and Mrs. Judy Spring
 Mr. Michael and Mrs. Carol Stacy
 Mr. Gabe and Mrs. Audrey Stein
 Mr. Norman and Mrs. Nora Stevens
 Dr. George and Mrs. Nancy Stimac

 Ms. Tera Jenson and Mr. Jeremy Strange
 Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Cynthia Sullivan
 Mr. David and Mrs. Carol Sullivan
 Mr. Michael and Mrs. Susan Switzer
 Talcott Mountain Agility Club
 Mr. Donald and Mrs. Maureen Tappin
 Mr. P. Ross Taylor and Mrs. Anne B. Taylor
 Mr. William and Mrs. Harriet Teichert
 Ms. Ginny Tennison
 Ms. Natalie Teply and Ms. Pamela Wells
 Dr. Jeffrey and Mrs. AnnMarie S. Tepper
 Ms. Lynda Thornton
 Ms. Kathleen Tierney
 Mr. William and Mrs. Patricia C. Tomlinson
 Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tremblay
 Mr. Robert Trotter
 Mr. Alexander and Mrs. Judith Trzcinski
 Ms. Nanette Tummers
 Mr. Mark and Mrs. Sandy Turkington
 Uptown Consignment LLC
 Representative Diana Urban
 Ms. Kristin and Mr. Steve Vaassen
 Ms. Heidi Van Flatern and Mr. Michael Mahony
 Verizon Foundation
 Mr. Edward and Mrs. Debbie Voyer
 Mr. Jess and Mrs. Janet Wagner
 Ms. Ellen Warga
 Mr. Nicholas and Mrs. Susan Watts
 Mr. Andy Weil
 Mr. Bruce and Mrs. Pamela M. Wentworth
 Ms. Sally Westcott
 Ms. Georgiana White
 Dr. Mary White-Roath
 Ms. Jennifer Whitlow
 Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Joanne Wholey
 Mr. Scott and Mrs. Amanda Wieting
 Ms. Daphne Wilcox
 Mr. Alfred and Mrs. Helen Wilke
 Mr. Rob and Mrs. Kathleen Wirtz
 Mr. James and Mrs. Jasmine E. Wolf
 Ms. Jennifer Wynn andMr. Ashkan Samadzadeh
 Ms. Vanessa Yi and Mr. Kevin Mounts
 Ms. Anita L. Zlatev and Mr. Paul S. Szwed

Robert and Judy Prohaska with OC Board Member Janet Bailey (right)

OC Celebrates 2017 Leadership Donors (continued)
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Nobody wants their pet diagnosed with worms. 
Worms are the parasitic creatures many pet 
owners fear, especially two types, roundworm 
and tapeworm, that are found visually in feces 
or vomit – often alive and crawling! But ring-
worm, often mistakenly thought to be a worm 
due to its descriptive name is not actually a 
worm. In fact, it is not even caused by a worm 
and has nothing to do with worms.  

Ringworm (dermatophytosis) is a fungal infec-
tion of the surface layers of the skin, hair and 
nails. Dermatophytes are fungal organisms 
that cause ringworm and originate in warm, 
damp soil. Fungal spores attach to a pet’s (or 
human’s) skin and hair cells. They rapidly re-
produce and are easily transmitted by direct 
contact or simply by touching contaminated 
surfaces, for example a tool used while gar-
dening. Ringworm is more frequently seen in 
cats, particularly the young or those with com-
promised immune systems, although dogs and 
other animals are also affected. Not only is 
ringworm highly contagious between animals, 
even of different species, it is also considered a 
zoonotic disease – meaning it can be transmit-
ted from animals to humans. Transmission can 
even occur human to human.

Signs of Ringworm
Ringworm’s namesake circle of raised red skin 
lesions is the hallmark of the infection in hu-
mans. Signs of ringworm in animals may not 
be as obvious, as these lesions do not always 
appear or are concealed by the animal’s fur. 
Patchy hair loss is a more common sign and 
occurs when spores infect individual hair 
shafts causing them to become fragile and 
easily broken.

 The following are typical signs of ringworm:  

• Dandruff

• Patches of fur loss

• Scabby crusted skin

• Broken hair stubs

• Dry scaly skin

•  Red lesions especially on the head, chest, 
tail and back

• Skin thickening and discoloration

• Excessive grooming and scratching

• Pitted scaly claws or infected nail beds

Diagnostics
Physical examination and testing are performed 
to rule out other causes of skin conditions such 
as allergies or mites. If ringworm is suspected, 
your veterinarian will scan the cat’s entire coat 
in a darkened room with a hand-held ultraviolet 
light called a Wood’s Lamp. In positive ringworm 
cases, the presence of fungus is revealed, as it 
glows fluorescent yellow-green.

While the Wood’s Lamp remains a useful 
screening method, the possibility of false-
negative results and occasionally even false-
positives, warrants additional testing. Fungal 
cultures often provide a more accurate diagno-
sis. Samples of fur and skin debris are plucked 
off the cat and placed in a culture medium, 
which is observed daily for fungal growth and, if 
found, examined under a microscope for pres-
ence of ringworm spores. Positive results may 
be confirmed in as little as two days, however, it 
may take up to 14 days or longer. Unfortunately, 
false-negative cultures may also occur.

Skin biopsies can be performed if testing 
proves inconclusive. This provides a more defin-
itive diagnosis but typically requires sedation. 
In some suspected ringworm cases, treatment 
is initiated to gauge response before undergo-
ing biopsy procedures.

Treatment
Treating ringworm not only addresses the af-
fected pet but also minimizes the spread of 

infection to humans and other pets. Treatment 
is a lengthy process and may take months to 
completely resolve. In the meantime affected 
pets remain contagious generally for a period 
of three weeks while undergoing aggressive 
therapy, or an extended period of time with 
minimal treatment. Mild infections may resolve 
with ointments or creams alone, however, typi-
cally a combination of anti-fungal oral medica-
tion in conjunction with topicals and specially 
medicated shampoos and dips are adminis-
tered to fully eradicate ringworm. Whole-body 
shaving, especially for long-haired cats is ben-
eficial for ease and increased effectiveness 
of treatment. Prescribed regimens should be 
followed exactly, for six weeks minimum, as 
stopping sooner may cause recurrence. Dur-
ing treatment, follow-up fungal cultures are ob-
tained until two consecutive negative cultures 
indicate success.

Fungal spores are shed easily and can remain 
indoors or out for a year or longer. Cleaning 
the environment is important to avoid further 
contamination and prevent recurrence of the 
infection. Remove contaminated hair by the fol-
lowing methods:

• Vacuum carpets and furniture

• Damp mop tile or wood flooring daily

• Steam clean carpeted areas regularly

•  Disinfect surfaces with a diluted water/
bleach mixture

•  Remove hair and debris from grooming 
brushes and combs

•  Clean pet food bowls, clothing, bedding and 
towels regularly

Managing ringworm cases in multiple-cat 
households, as well as animal shelters or 
kennel facilities, is especially complicated 
due to the difficulty of containing the spread 
of infection.

Exposure to ringworm does not necessar-
ily mean a person or pet will become infected. 
Many factors contribute such as age, health 
status, and the amount of contaminants in the 
environment. If you discover skin lesions or 
suspect a possible ringworm infection on your-
self or family members, call your physician and 
seek veterinary care for your pet. No one wants 
to suffer the unpleasant effects of ringworm – 
even if it is not an actual worm.

Technically Speaking is written by Certified Veterinary Technician,  
Lyn T. Garson, to address basic information on animal health issues  
and how they needn’t be barriers to adopting a great pet.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of Technically Speaking, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

Technically Speaking 
When a Worm is Not a Worm
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The birds and the bees are in full swing this 
spring, and kitten season is upon us. This 
means lots of happy households will be grow-
ing with the addition of a kitten or two.  Kittens 
bring such bright, cheerful energy into a home, 
yet sometimes we don’t think about how they 
learn their typical cat behaviors. It turns out 
that allowing kittens to have adequate time 
with their birth mothers is the key to their even-
tual healthy adjustment to a home life with hu-
mans and other animals.

Not all kittens are so fortunate. Sadly, some 
are orphaned before their mother has had a 
chance to nurse and raise them properly – ei-
ther as a result of her premature death or some 
other unfortunate event. Why is this mother-
baby bond so important to a cat’s healthy de-
velopment, and what challenges do orphaned 
kittens face? Karen Aseltine, Our Companions’ 
feline behavioral expert, offers some helpful in-
sights on this subject.

The Ideal Situation
Without question, a kitten gets its best start 
when allowed to grow and develop within the 
feline family unit for their first twelve weeks of 
life. A mother cat provides all of the necessary 
physical care to their offspring; milk supplies 
essential nutrients; tongue baths keep them 
clean; and her presence protects them from 
predators. She is their first role model – kittens 
learn a lot from their mother about how to sur-
vive, how to use a litter box, and how to deal 
with minor stressors. The sense of security that 
the mother cat provides her kittens also en-
riches their emotional development. Under her 
watchful eye, and benefitting from her direction 
and discipline, kittens learn how to react to 
people and other animals.

Socialization is critical, and kitten siblings 

teach each other how to behave around other 
cats, as well as humans. As in the case of hu-
man children, their play sessions help prepare 
them for “the real world,” and a mother cat will 
usually intervene if they start to play too rough.

Potential Fostering Challenges
Orphaned kittens miss out on being taught 
these critical life lessons the natural way, and 
have to be reared by humans. Fostering kittens 
is both a challenging and rewarding task for 
those who take it on. While human caregivers’ 
efforts won’t ever rival those provided by a duti-
ful mother cat, we can do a fairly decent job, 
particularly if we avoid certain pitfalls.

One thing to be wary of is that if kittens receive 
too much attention, with little to no direction or 
discipline, they can form attachment issues. 
Caregivers can inadvertently encourage over-
reliance, leading the kitten to bond so depend-
ently that they form separation anxiety. They 
might also develop and exhibit bullying behav-
iors toward any critter who dares to steal the 
caregiver’s attention or affections.

Normal kittens nurse with their cat mothers not 
only during feeding times, but also when seek-

ing comfort, closeness, and stress release. Or-
phaned kittens don’t have this outlet, and of-
ten redirect this suckling drive toward humans, 
their litter mates, or through strange compensa-
tory behaviors, such as compulsive sucking or 
licking of blankets, particularly wool blankets. 
Without a feline mother to bond with, orphaned 
kittens’ mental and social development are 
much slower. A mother cat gives baths not only 
to keep her kittens clean, but also as a means 
of bonding with them. This lack of bonding for 
an orphaned kitten can lead to timid, fearful, 
and aggressive behaviors as the cat grows up. 
They might play too roughly with other cats, or 
be terrified of every new stimulus, or have trou-
ble learning new skills.  

The Good News
With proper socialization from surrogate cat 
mothers or human caregivers, many kittens 
can overcome these obstacles. While a lot of 
behaviors are genetically pre-programmed, we 
can assist on the “nurture” side of things to 
overcome any deficiencies of “nature.” Even if 
they don’t have all of their social signals figured 
out and may even have a few behavioral quirks, 
with the right guidance and emotional support, 
orphaned kittens can grow to be purrfect com-
panions.

If you find yourself in a situation where you are 
raising an orphaned kitten, be sure to contact 
your veterinarian to learn about the kitten’s 
physical needs; and feel free to reach out to Our 
Companions so we can share more detailed in-
formation on how you can provide your kitten 
with all it needs to become a happy, well-adjust-
ed member of the family.

Karen Aseltine is the Feline Behavior Manager and Caregiver at the  
Our Companions Sanctuary. Karen is a Certified Cat Behavior  
Counselor and serves as one of our resident “kitty psychologists.”  
She receives questions every day about cat behavior. This column will 
highlight the most commonly asked questions.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of The Scoop, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org.

The Scoop 
Oliver Twists of the Feline World  -  How Orphan Kittens Learn to Be Cats   By Lindsey Pellino
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Marie’s Den
Managing Canine Collar Sensitivity By William Wilson

Having recently adopted a retired racing grey-
hound named Trudy, my wife and I were eager 
to learn how best to interact with her, ensure 
that she is comfortable in her new home, and 
give her the best shot at learning appropriate 
behaviors. One of the practices we were told 
to avoid is “collar grabbing.” Marie Joyner, Ca-
nine Operations Director at Our Companions, 
offers the following advice on the subject as 
well as possible alternative practices that will 
be more effective in dealing with your canine 
companion.

Why Dogs Dislike Collar Grabbing
Due to a multitude of factors, some dogs are 
highly sensitive to having their collar touched. 
Typically, this sensitivity results from a negative 
association they have formed with collar grab-
bing in the past.

We humans tend to use the collar as a control 
mechanism to prevent our canine companions 
from performing an unwanted behavior or as a 
way to direct dogs to desired locations. For ex-
ample, if a dog is barking at a gate at the sight 
of a human it does not recognize, a dog owner 
may grab their collar to restrain them or keep 
them from going outside; or the collar grab 
may be used to direct a dog away from an off-
limits area of the home. Likewise, collars tend 
to be grabbed by humans when crating a dog 
or departing a location. In such cases, the col-
lar grabbing is likely being linked, in the dog’s 
mind, with negative consequences.

For older dogs or rescues, collar grabbing may 
exacerbate negative associations that were cre-
ated due to over-handling as a puppy or during 
an abusive period in the rescue’s life prior to its 
being adopted. In the case of especially fearful 
or collar-sensitive dogs, having a human grab 

them from behind by the collar may cause an 
instant reaction such as growling, snapping, or 
biting. In fact, an estimated 20 percent of dog 
bites occur as a result of a person’s attempting 
to grab a dog’s collar or scruff.

Preventing and Managing Collar 
Sensitivity
Ideally, it’s best not to grab a dog’s collar or 
neck area when attempting to crate them, repri-
mand them, or drag them away from something 
they may interpret as pleasant. Instead, dog 
owners can use different tactics such as luring 
the dog with treats and using enthusiastic com-
mands for redirection.  

Desensitizing dogs to collar-touching may be 
effective in reducing their associated stress or 
anxiety. To accomplish this, practice proactive, 
casual collar-touching with your dog in the com-
fort of your own home, independent of trigger 
situations, and reward your dog when they al-
low you to place your hands near their collar. 
This practice is best performed by the dog’s 
primary handler, as this individual already pos-
sesses a strong bond with the animal that will 
facilitate learning.  

As always, Our Companions offers a broad 
range of tips through its very popular dog train-
ing classes. If you are struggling with canine 
behavioral issues, such as collar grabbing-
associated aggression, don’t feel discouraged. 
Sign up for a training class that both you and 
your dog will enjoy. It’s a relatively small invest-
ment that will benefit you and your pet for years 
to come.

Our Companions Canine Operations Director, Marie Joyner,  
receives questions every day about dogs and their behavioral issues.  
Marie’s Den answers some of the more commonly asked questions.

To submit a question for consideration in a future edition  
of Marie’s Den, call us at 860-242-9999, ext. 301,  
or e-mail editor@ourcompanions.org

Do you have an idea for a future  
article in Our Companions News?
Email us: SusanL@ourcompanions.org
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Marketplace

Basic Services Include:
• Examination of home and grounds
• Water plants, yards, gardens
• Bring in mail/packages
• Run faucets/flush toilets
• Text/email communication

Benefits:
•  Homes with activity are less likely to be  

vandalized or burglarized.
•  Early detection/action for problems greatly 

decrease cost/damage.
•  Peace of mind - you are able to enjoy your  

vacation and not worry about things at home.
Contact us for a free quote today!

860-341-2785   VacationPropertyCheck.com
info@VacationPropertyCheck.com

With over 25 years experience  
in property management,  

we are your eyes and ears while  
you are away so you can relax.

• Over 8,500 Copies Printed 
•  Print Version Mailed to 8,000  

Households Throughout CT 
• Electronic Version Online
• Help Our Companions

For more information on becoming a sponsor, 
call Susan Linker at 860-242-9999 ext. 301

Become a Sponsor  
of Our Companions News   

& Reach Passionate Pet Owners!

Take The lead  
iN yOuR maRkeT!

news

Tired of Making Trips to the Groomer?
The Mobile Pet Spa will come to your home and take care of all your pet’s grooming needs. 

Our fully self-contained mobile salon o� ers the personalized service your pet deserves.

Call (860) 231-0494 to � nd out 
more about our services. 

Proudly serving West Hartford residents. 
We groom dogs and cats and are the 
only certi� ed cat groomer in the area.
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Journal Inquirer
The JI Tells It Like It Is. Somebody Has To.

Serving the following communities with local,
state and national news, weather and sports

East Windsor, Enfield, Somers,
Suffield, Windsor, Windsor Locks,

Andover, Bolton, Coventry,
East Hartford, Hebron, Manchester

Ellington, South Windsor,
Stafford, Tolland, Vernon

306 Progress Dr., Manchester, CT   860-646-0500 • 800-237-3606

Marketplace

Therapy Dog Training Classes Now Forming
Manchester & Farmington

Sponsored by Tails of Joy, Inc. Animal Assisted Therapy

Volunteer with your dog!

Contact Sue Gagnon 860-466-0759 or 
tedsuedoghouse233@yahoo.com

www.TailsofJoy.org
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Each week dozens of volunteers from all over Connecticut assist us in providing care to the 
deserving animals at our Sanctuary in Ashford. We currently have more than 200 individuals 
who give some 180 hours of their time per week. With the upcoming construction of the new 
buildings that will double the number of animals we can house, we are sure to need much 
more help! We hope you will consider getting involved as a Sanctuary volunteer. 
Visit our OurCompanions.org for full job descriptions and volunteer requirements.

lOve 
aNimals?  
COme vOluNteer 
at the saNCtuary!


